CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

There is one other point on which I will
touch, one to \\hich I attach great importance,
the effect of contact with the West on Indian
arts and crafts There can be no doubt that
these generally have declined, if not perished,
and the immediate cause is the competition
of Western wares. This is most evident in
textiles, where factory-made goods, mainly
imported, but partly also manufactured in
India, are killing the old domestic industries.
But the decline seems to be general, I, at
any rate, saw nowhere any modern products,
whether m brasswork, wood-carving, embroi-
dery, or enamel, which seemed to me to have
any merit. To attribute this decline, how-
ever, merely to the competition of Western
wares is not to go to the bottom of the matter.
For the question remains, Why are Western
waxes preferred? The answer that they are
cheaper is sufficient, no doubt, in the case
of goods used by the mass of the people, cheap-
ness, if you are poor, will override, in the East
as m the West, all other considerations But
there is something more than this Some
Indian arts, that of painting, for instance,
that of architecture on a grand scale, and the
arts allied to it, always depended in India on
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